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Anrerican Samo¡: llven b¡'f urrrol'-the-century mainland standards it $as a r¿thrr gr¿ndiosc rrsidcncc lbr a n'aval Stalion
Conrnrandant (tithl0,400 squarc f'e ct of floolspacc), fls conccivc¡ thc fìrst Ofliccrin Charyc of US¡*ST, Conrnrandcr Iìcnjanrin
lìlley, rnrfe to his superíoni in I 9tl2 that if he rerc to lrc lppointed governor ol'Ânrerican Samon, hc should llr givcn the propcr

cslablishnrent, uith scrr'ants, ctc., that should prnpcd¡'go nith such a ¡xrsition. That's prlud.

'logotogo Ridgc in Utulci (ahcad¡, rcuarrcd Obscrvatorl' Point b¡, thc Navv) nas lcvclcd and gradr:d litnr cighty-livc fcct to sixt], l'c0t
in clcv¡rtion as a sitc for thc rcsitlcnrc. Conrplctcd, thc building rkrnlinatcrl thc hlrlxlr. Whilc all othcl huildings stoorl on krl.lying

gtnund ncarrtaterlcvcl, fhis lar3c, airy, ntritc housc stood high abovc thc rtst.

Cornnrandct'[ille¡'ncvergot to livc in thc housc; his succcssorCornnlrnderE,Il. Underut¡odurs its linit rosidcnt, ln fhe 94 ycan
sincc, anothct'3 1 U.S. Naval govcrrr)rs, 7 civilian appointcd govcrroni, anrl 3 clcctcd go\,0rrr)ni havc occupicd thc rcsidcncc. Onc of

fhen¡ Cotntnander W. J. -l'crhune, LISn!, courtnittcd suicide fhere (scc sirlcbar)

The Tragedy of Commandcr Terhune
Stan Sorensen

Cr¡nrnrarrdcrWantn.I:rvTcrhunc,orìginallyofNcrv.Icncy,u¡scr¡mrnissionrdasAnrcric:¡rrSanlra's l3thNaval govcnroloni\lartlr
I lJ, I 9 I 9, anrl took ollicc on Junc I 9. Hc $a s inrnrc di¡ìtcly bc s c t by nrany dil lìcultic s involving taxcs, prohibitions rnd r cs trictions on

palagi-Sarnoan nrarriagcs, aud dcm¡nds b¡,an cnrcrying Mau (sonrc r'casonablc and sonrc not).

tlis orrlcal nas lrrruencd b¡, rloclining hcalth, b1'his apparrnlly puritanical naturr, anrl h¡'a rìishyal cxccutivc ollìccr, Liculcnant
ConrnlandcrC.S. flouchcrnùo sided*ith the ñfau and cons¡rirtd againsf hinr, Govcmor'l'crhunc sought (arrd got) Iìouchcr's rclicl,

His t'c¡rhccutcnt, CrrnunanrlcrÂ.O. Kail, ptucd to bc a cadxrn copy of his ¡rrcdcccssor, sidinglith thc ùlau and nith othclrlissirlcnts
rund intrigucrs.

He ariug ol thcsc diffìcultics, SccrctarJ of thc Navy ,locsphus Danicls uppointcd l couÉ of inquiry, hcade d by Captain Waldo Evans,

and ordcrcrl it to procced to Sanroa aboard thc battleship LISS Kansas. \\/hilc thc court \ìås cn n utc,'l-crhunc shot and killcd hinsclt'
on thc sccond 1ìool of Govcnlrncnt House, in "a nrr¡nr conlnanding an unolxi(nrcfrd vicn'to thc south thnrugh thc cntr-¿nco to tho

bay." Scvrn dat's latcr, Captain Evaus uas dcsignatcd as l¡is sur¡ccssur.

Wltren'l'erhurc n¡s thc only Govcnrorof Ârncrican Sanrca to dic in oflicc. His ghostis runxrrrd to stroll alxrut thc gt'ounds of
Gove rnrrrcnt Housc.
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